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Tully Snead, born July 10, 1763; died April 9, 1811. 

John Snead, born Jany 7, 1767. 

Thomas Snead, born Dee. 21, 1768. 

Tully Snead married, in 1794, Bosetta Ann Oldham (bom 
Feb. 14, 1779, died Oct. 18, 1867). He died April 9, 1811. 
They were parents of George Frederick Snead, born Sept. 22, 
1799, died Sept. 2, 1849. This last married Henrietta Waddey 
Snead (born May 9, 1803, died October 28, 1850), who was a 
daughter of Thomas Snead (born Dec. 21, 1768, died Dec. 4, 
1833) and Ann Waddey (born Sept. 1, 1764, died Dec. 28, 1825). 
George Frederick Snead and Henrietta Waddey Snead had issue : 
Prof. Thomas Tully Lynch Snead (born March 20, 1832), late 
of William and Mary College. He attended the excellent 'school 
called Margaret Academy, at Onancock, Accomac county. 
Thence he went to William and Mary College, where he gradu- 
ated in 1856. Elected professor of Mathematics at the opening 
of the next session. 

He served during the war under Gen. H. A. Wise in his winter 
campaign of 1861 and 1862, in West Virginia. After that with 
Jackson in Maryland compaign during summer of 1862. Also 
on Gen. D. H. Hill's staff in the Wilderness, and at Chancellors- 
ville. Transferred on account of disability to engineer's de- 
partment, under Gen. Walter H. Stevens, as his A. A. Gen. 
Served under him until the war ended. At the end of the war 
resumed his position as professor of Mathematics at William 
and Mary, and died July 3, 1872, in his forty-first year. His 
health was much impaired by exposure during the war. By 
request of the college faculty he was interred in the college 
graveyard. 

A worm had attacked and destroyed, sometime before the war, 
the old Lindens, which graced the college lawn, and Prof. Snead 
set out the present trees about 1867. 



GISSAGE AND BICELEY FAMILIES. 

Notes upon the Article on the "Biokley Family" in Willian and Maky 
College Quabtebly, Vol. V., No. 2, pp. 124-127. 

THOMAS H. ELLIS, OF WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Gessedge, Gissedge, or Guessedge. 
The correct spelling of the name is, I believe, Gizzage, pro- 
nounced in the family Gissage, though I have a copy of a memo- 
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randum which was prepared by a granddaughter of Ealph Shel- 
ton, in which the spelling is Giszage. 

In an order book of Amherst County Court I found last sum- 
mer that on the 2d June, 1766, there was presented to the court 
"an Indenture of Feoffment between Ambrose Jones of the one 
part and John Gizzage Fraser of the other part," etc. ; and on the 
4th July, 1768, "an Indenture of Bargain and Sale between John 
Gizzage Frazer of the one part and Ambrose Jones of. the other 
part proved by the oaths of Lunsford Lomax Jun'r, George Sea- 
ton and Edmund Wilcox, three of the witnesses" — these names 
indicating, as I think, that the parties were all of King "William 
county. Some of my relations were born at "Mr. Gizzage' s Old 
Plantation," in King William. This place was at or near "Aquin- 
ton Quarter" — quarter meaning a division or part of the estate, 
formerly common in Virginia, on which the overseer and farm 
hands resided, detached or at some distance from the mansion of 
the tract. It derived its name "Aquinton" from Aquinton Creek, 
even as an old church in the same vicinity was called "Aquinton 
Church." The Creek flows into Pamunkey Eiver on the north 
side, about midway between the White House and Piping Tree 
Ferry. 

A year or two after I had left college I was on a business trip 
for my father, travelling through Charlotte county on horseback, 
and knowing of the residence in that county of an old aunt of 
my father, to whom he was very partial indeed, I rode from the 
court-house to her house, and spent a night and a day there. The 
visit was one of great pleasure to me. This lady was the daugh- 
ter of Eichard Shelton, of Amherst, who was a son of the Ealph 
Shelton, of King William, mentioned by Mr. Powell in his 
article (page 124) as the son, by a previous marriage, of Mrs. 
Sarah Gessedge, who, in 1703, was about to be married to Joseph 
Bichley. On the 1st of January, 1801, Sarah Shelton, of Am- 
herst, was married to the Eev. John Chappell, of Charlotte 
county. 

While on that visit to my great-aunt, I found in her possession 
a family Bible containing several pages of family register relat- 
ing to both the Sheltons and the Gizzages. The copy of that 
register, which I carefully made, was probably burned in the 
Chicago fire of 1871. Several years later, when preparing for 
publication in the Amherst Enterprise a series of articles on the 
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Shelton Family, I made particular efforts to recover the family 
Bible which I had seen at Mrs. Chappell's house, but was not 
able to do so, and I apprehend it has been lost. Her husband was 
a Baptist preacher, and he must have been one of the early min- 
isters of that denomination in Virginia. I have in my possession 
a letter written to him by his father-in-law, Richard Shelton, and 
directed "To Mr. John Chappell, Preacher of the Gospel, Char- 
lotte county," sent by one of Captain Shelton' s servants with a 
present of some garden seeds and other things mentioned. He 
left two sons, John and Richard- Shelton Chappell, who survived 
their mother and continued to live at her old homestead in com- 
fortable circumstances. Richard never married ; the last I heard 
of him was that he was living near Eagle Eyrie, in Bedford 
county, the life pretty much of a hermit, from which retreat he 
sent me a friendly message. John married and left children, and 
they removed, I understood, to the Southwestern part of Virginia, 
but I have not met or corresponded with any of them. I have no 
special memorandum relating to Rev. John Chappell, though I 
remember to have seen in an old file of the Richmond Enquirer 
a report of the proceedings of a convention or association of min- 
isters and laymen, held in Charlotte or Prince Edward county, 
from which I inferred he was highly esteemed. The object of 
the meeting, as well as I recollect, was to promote greater unity 
and zeal among the different denominations of Christians in 
evangelical work. The address they published was signed by 
some eighteen or twenty members of the convention, and among 
them John Chappell. There can scarcely be a doubt, I think, 
that he belonged to the Chappell family of whom Mr. Philip E. 
Chappell, of Kansas City, Mo., gives account in The Virginia 
Magazine of History and Biography (Vol. III., No. 4, and Vol. 
IV, No. 1), tracing them in Virginia to Thomas Chappell, who 
came over from Gravesend, on board the ship America, in 1635, 
and settled in Charles City county. 

Bickley. 
The maiden name of my father's paternal grandmother was 
Susannah Harding, daughter of Thomas Harding and Mary 
Giles, of Henrico county. She was born in that county in the 
year 1721-'22 ; was married in the "hard winter" of 1739-'40 to 
Charles Ellis of the same county, and removed with her husband 
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and children to Albemarle county (now Amherst) in 1754. He 
established the place which has since been known as "Bed Hill/' 
situated on the south side of Pedlar River, not far from Pedlar 
Mills; the same homestead which descended to his son, Major 
Josiah Ellis, and subsequently to his grandson, Richard Shelton 
Ellis. Charles Ellis's will, dated the 8th of June, 1760, was ad- 
mitted to record in Albemarle County Court on the 14th of 
August, 1760. His widow married John Bickley, and she lived 
to the great age of ninety-five years. Several years ago I pre- 
sented to the Virginia Historical Society, through Mr. Brock, 
the corresponding secretary of the society, a pair of spectacles 
which she had used in her lifetime (very different from any we 
are accustomed to see now), and I am glad to own, as a souvenir 
of her, a wine glass which belonged to her (and which also is 
quite different in shape from those we are accustomed to in these 
days). 

The second marriage of Susannah (Harding) Ellis is thus 
referred to in the records of Amherst county: 

"At a court held for Amherst county, the 6th day of February, 
1769, on the motion of Josiah Ellis, son and heir at law of 
Charles Ellis, deceased, it is ordered that the sheriff summon a 
jury of twelve freeholders of the vicinage, who being met and 
duly sworn, are to assign unto John Bechley (who intermarried 
with the widow and relict of the said decedent), by metes and 
bounds, the said widow's dower in the said decedent's estate ac- 
cording to law." 

And at another court, held on the 7th March, 1769, the jury- 
so summoned made their report in writing, showing that they 
had "assigned unto John Beckley, who intermarried with the 
widow and relict of Charles Ellis, deceased, his right of the said 
widow's dower in one tract (the mansion house included) whereof 
the said decedent died possessed." The plat made by James 
Higginbotham, deputy surveyor, which is recorded with the 
report, calls for "143 acres of land in Amherst county on the 
south side and joining of Pedlar River, being part of a larger 
tract belonging to Charles Ellis, deceased." 

John Bichley's will, dated the 25th November, 1792, was ad- 
mitted to record in Amherst County Court September 16, 1793. 
Richard Shelton and Isaac Rucker qualified as executors of the 
will, giving bond in the sum of £500. By this instrument he 
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gave to his "beloved wife, Susannah" certain household furni- 
ture, etc., "to be at her disposal;" and the remainder of his 
estate he desired to be equally divided between his children, 
namely, Charles, William and Joseph Bickiey, Elizabeth Cole- 
man, Mary Carter, Jane Holland, and Humphrey, Matilda, Han- 
nah, James and Frances Bickiey. The "praisement" of the 
estate, made by Charles Burks, John Eubank and John Burks, 
amounted to £325. 17. 6. It included five negro slaves, named 
Isaac, Arthur, Silvie, Oney, and Bartlett, valued together at 
£170. 

John Bickiey and his wife Susannah had only one child, Mil- 
dred, who died in girlhood. They are all buried in the Eed Hill 
family burying-ground. 

Susannah Bickiey' s will, dated 17th June, 1796, was admitted 
to record in Amherst County Court March 17, 1819. She leaves 
her entire estate to be equally divided between her nine children 
and their heirs, to-wit, Hannah Haynes, Edith Gilliam, Susan- 
nah Wright, Josiah Ellis, Marian Carter, Charles Ellis, Sarah 
Harrison, Bethena Leftwich, and Kosanna Davis. The executors 
named in the will were Josiah Ellis, Boderick McCulloch, and 
John Burks ; but they being all dead prior to the probate of the 
will, Thomas N". Eubank and John Ellis had given bond, dated 
December 21, 1818, as "curators of all the goods, chattels and 
credits of Susanna Bickiey, deceased;" and when the will was 
proved, in 1819, the same John Ellis and Thomas N. Eubank 
"personally appeared in court with the will annexed, and ac- 
knowledged and entered into their bond with John Warwick their 
security, in the sum of $10,000, conditioned as the law directs, 
and certificate is granted them thereof in due form." 

In my "Memorandum of the Ellis Family," prepared and 
printed in 1849, from material as authentic as I could then ob- 
tain, I entered John Bickiey as the son of Joseph Bickiey and 
Sarah his wife, who was Sarah Shelton, of King William county ; 
born December 7, 1713, which would make him about fifty-six at 
the time of his second marriage, and about eighty at the time of 
his death. 

In 1879 I received a letter from Mrs. Caroline E. Eubank, the 
wife of my cousin, Captain Elias Newman Eubank, then living in 
Lynchburg, in which she inclosed to me a verbatim copy of a 
memorandum which Miss Louisa Davis (at that time the only 
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surviving child of the venerable William Davis, commonly called 
"Pried Davis") had furnished her. William Davis?, a son of John 
Davis and Susanna Smithson, married Mary Gosney, a daughter 
of Henry Gosney and Jane Shelton, who was one of the daugh- 
ters of Ealph Shelton, of King William county. Mrs. Eubank 
said that the original of the paper sent to me had been found 
by Miss Davis among her mother's papers after her mother's 
death. This is a transcript of the paper I received : 

"John Bickley married Mary Hurt. They had twelve children 
— 5 sons and 7 daughters. 

"Jane Bickley married Mary Hurt's brother. They had one 
child — the "Parson." 

"Kitty Giszage married a Poindexter, and had eight children 
— 5 sons and 3 daughters. She was own sister to Ealph Shelton." 

It should be observed, however, that if (as we presume) Kitty 
Giszage was the daughter of Eichard Giszage (Mr. Powell's ar- 
ticle, page 124), then she was only half sister to Ealph Shelton. 

Mrs. Eubank, in her letter to me above quoted, says : 

"In John Bickley I recognize the person who married the 
widow of Charles Ellis, and died in 1793, and was buried at Eed 
Hill. I also identify him as my own maternal grandfather — the 
line running thus : Jane Lasley, my mother, was the daughter of 
John Lasley and Panny Bickley. Fanny Bickley was the daugh- 
ter of John Bickley and Mary Hurt." 

Prom the Poindexter who married Kitty Gizzage descended the 
Hon. George Poindexter, born in 1779, died in 1853. He re- 
moved at an early day to Mississippi, when it was a Territory. 
He was the delegate from that Territory in the United States 
Congress for three successive Congresses, beginning in 1807. 
After the admission of Mississippi into the Union in 1817, he 
was elected a representative in Congress; was governor of the 
State, United States District Judge, and United States Senator ; 
and in 1834 was elected by the Senate president pro tempore. 
He served on the staff of General Jackson in the war of 1812; 
but while in the Senate, during a portion of the time, he bitterly 
opposed President Jackson's administration. 

Prom the data here given I should hope that Mr. Powell might 
be able to place John Bickley in the line of Joseph Bickley, of 
Stratton Major Parish, King and Queen county. 



